
105   COLORADO RIVER MAIN STEM

09429500  COLORADO RIVER BELOW IMPERIAL DAM, AZ-CA

LOCATION.--Forebay gage:  Lat 32°52'59", long 114°27'57", in NW1/4SW1/4 sec. 9, T.15 S., R.24 E., San Bernardino meridian, in Imperial County, CA, Hydrologic Unit 15030107, 
near All-American Canal headworks at east (revised) end of Imperial Dam, 5 mi upstream from Laguna Dam, 15 mi northeast of Yuma, AZ, 90 mi downstream from Palo 
Verde Dam, and 147 mi downstream from Parker Dam.

DRAINAGE AREA.--188,500 mi2, approximately, including 3,959 mi2 in Great Divide basin in southern Wyoming, which is noncontributing.
PERIOD OF RECORD.--Oct. 1960 to current year.  Prior to Oct. 1971 published as "at Imperial Dam."  Records of flow reaching Imperial Dam, formerly published with this 

station, are now published separately as sta 09429490, "Colorado River above Imperial Dam."
GAGE.--Water-stage recorder in forebay, 12 calibrated gates on California sluiceway, 8 calibrated gates on Gila sluiceway, and calibrated manometer on each discharge pipe 

from desilting basin.  Datum of forebay gage is 162.00 ft, U.S. Bureau of Reclamation datum.  Prior to Aug. 21, 1991, forebay gage located at west end of Imperial Dam at 
same datum.

REMARKS.--No estimated daily discharges.  Records poor.  Records of daily discharge show flow of Colorado River passing Imperial Dam, and include water released to river 
through California and Gila sluiceways, sludge from desilting basins returned to river, and leakage through dam.  For records of flow reaching Imperial Dam see  
sta 09429490.  Flow of Colorado Rivers regulated by many reservoirs, principally Lake Mead, since 1935.  Many diversions from Colorado River and tributaries above station.  
Diversion to Mittry Lake and monthend contents of Senator Wash Reservoir also are published with sta 09429490.

COOPERATION.--Records of gate openings and sludge return flow from disilting basins furnished by Imperial Irrigation District.
EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum daily discharge, 30,200 ft3/s Aug. 18 and 19, 1983. Minimum daily discharge, 27 ft3/s Dec. 15 and 18, 1969.

DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND, WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2004 TO SEPTEMBER 2005                     
DAILY MEAN VALUES                                                                     

 
 DAY       OCT      NOV      DEC      JAN      FEB      MAR      APR      MAY      JUN      JUL      AUG      SEP
 
   1       240      241      241      435      241      474      361      882      890      360      648      370
   2      1250      241      241      641      241      251      361      351      625      360      722      370
   3       472      241      241      277      241      251      369      350      370      360     1740      370
   4       478      241      241     2070      241      272      547      350      370      360      370      370
   5       240      291      241     2450      241     1060      449      350      370      360      370      370
 
   6       240      674      426     1610      241      638      386      350      360      408      370      563
   7       265      407     1660     1370      251      251      361      369      360      504      371     1210
   8       393      241     1670      857      251      251      361      350      360      504      370      667
   9       454      241     1210      818      396      251      361      560      360      360     1560      395
  10       412      241      417      750      508      251      564      664      360      360     3100      370
 
  11       240      241      523      883     1900      361      587     1760      360      370     2970      370
  12       445      304      375      338     1920      361      568      400      540      370     1410      360
  13       529      316      241      241      948      361     1480      350      360      563      614      360
  14       399      241      241      241      251      361      407      350      360      514      370      360
  15       257      241      241      241      251      361      351      496      360      372      370      396
 
  16       244      241      241      352      251      361      351      350      360      370      375      857
  17       604      241      241      241      251      361      351      350      360      488      370     1230
  18       257      307      241      241      251      361      351      350      360      370      370      842
  19       240      775      241      241      564      361      351      350      394      514      370      360
  20       282      466      241      241      978      461      351      350      360      514      370      360
 
  21      2080      810      241      241      251      361      351      350      360      370      370      363
  22      2900     1670      241      241      251     1270      351      350      564      371      370      360
  23      2860     2110      241      241     1500     1180      351      350      563      372      382      360
  24      1970     1280      241      241     2330      403      364      350      360      816      594      360
  25      1650      795      241      241      906      361      351      350      361     1200      370      360
 
  26      2150      605      241     1040     1720      361      430      350      360     1520      370      362
  27       240      367      241     1620     1700      907     1220      535      360      749      370      503
  28       273     1160      241      598     1410     1170      414      350      505      370      468      260
  29      1070      262      241      241      ---      640      502      350      360      370      395      260
  30       857      241      241      241      ---      361      355      350      360      372      370      260
  31       240      ---      241      241      ---      361      ---      350      ---      370      370      ---
 
 TOTAL   24231    15732    12065    19724    20485    15035    13957    13717    12392    15261    21639    13998
 MEAN      782      524      389      636      732      485      465      442      413      492      698      467
 MAX      2900     2110     1670     2450     2330     1270     1480     1760      890     1520     3100     1230
 MIN       240      241      241      241      241      251      351      350      360      360      370      260
 AC-FT   48060    31200    23930    39120    40630    29820    27680    27210    24580    30270    42920    27770
 
 CAL YR 2004   TOTAL 192151  MEAN 525  MAX 3320  MIN 240  AC-FT 381100
 WTR YR 2005   TOTAL 198236  MEAN 543  MAX 3100  MIN 240  AC-FT 393200

http://waterdata.usgs.gov/az/nwis/inventory/?site_no=09429500

